
On the eve of 24 February, 2022, we
heard a lot of information about a pos-
sible war in Ukraine, but each of us did

not want to believe it. At 5 a.m. our family was
woken up by explosions, with rockets flying
and exploding. Everyone was in a panic. We
didn’t know what to do. Mobile communica-
tions were overloaded; there were long lines at
petrol stations; in shops, people were panic
buying. It was very scary. 

Many people began to leave and go to
neighbouring countries in search of asylum. We
decided to leave, temporarily, and take our
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useFul COntaCt numbers
alcoholics anonymous, West Cork: phone
087 611 4946 — alcoholicsanonymous.ie
Pieta house Free 24/7 Crisis helpline 1800
247 247 or text HELP to 51444.
st Vincent de Paul, Market St, Skibbereen
— Contact Number: 087 918 2698
samaritans Phone 116 123 free. 
southdoc Phone 0818 355 999
women against Violence
Helpline 1800 203 136:  westcorkbeacon.ie

Clergy
• Fr John Heinhold SPS Co-PP, Skibbereen
(MODERATOR). PHONE: 028 22878
• Fr Terry O’Brien, MSC Co-PP, Leap
EMAIL: kilmacabeaparish@gmail.com
• Fr Bernard Cotter Co-PP, Union Hall  
TEXT OR WHATSAPP : 087 901 0627
• Fr Evin O’Brien CC — PHONE 028-22877

COMMUNITY OF
St. Ciarán and

All Saints
twelVe Days OF Christmas
Tues 26: sT sTephen, First Christian martyr,
outstanding for forgiving his enemies. Patron
of deacons, stonemasons and bricklayers.
WeD 27: sT John, the disciple Jesus loved,
author of the fourth Gospel, Apocalypse and
three Letters, teachings on the law of love.
Thurs 28: The holy InnocenTs, martyrs.
FrI. 29: Christmas Octave
saT 30: Christmas Octave
sun 31: The holy FaMIly of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, the model for the human family
Mon 1 January 2024: soleMnITy of Mary,
Mother of God, World Day of Peace.
Tues 2 Jan: St BasIl the Great & St GreGory
Nazienzen, bishops and doctors of the Church
WeD 3 Jan: The Holy Name of Jesus.
Thurs 4 Jan: Christmas Weekday
FrI 5 Jan: Christmas Weekday
saT 6 Jan: The epIphany oF The lorD
(Solemnity & Holyday of Obligation). In 
Ireland: Nollaig na nBan, “little Christmas”.

Then: sun 7 Jan: BapTIsM oF The lorD, last
day of the Christmas season.

• The next newsletter will be published on 
sunday 14 January. happy christmas!

FAMILY OF PARISHES OFFICE, NORTH ST, SKIBBEREEN
Phone 028-22828 (leave a message).
email stciaranasFOP@gmail.com

OFFICE CLOSED UNTIL MONDAY 8 JANUARY.

child to a safer place. Yeva was three years old
at that time and had just started play-school. We
left with the hope of returning soon, since we re-
ally believed that this would soon end and peace
would come.

Ireland is a country with a big heart; it has
become our second home. The first thing we no-
ticed upon arriving in Ireland was people’s
smiles and greetings when they met us; it was
very nice. Our child feels safe in this country,
she often tells us that she really likes school and
her teacher. Yeva remembers her home in
Ukraine as cosy and safe. She asks when we will
return but we don’t have an answer to this ques-
tion. She does not know that it is not safe there
now, as there are a lot of weapons in the country
and missiles continue to fly over our house. 

On Christmas Eve we would like to wish
peace in the whole world, for all families to be
reunited, that people are happy and healthy. Re-
member that today will not be repeated. Enjoy
every day.

— tetiana & Valentyn stepanchuk
Tetiana and Valentyn and their daughter Yeva
live in the Skibbereen area. We wish them and
all our Ukranian friends a happy Christmas in
their Irish home: Щасливого Різдва

reFuge
притулок

Family oF parishes Christmas mass sChedule (24 deC pm & 25 deC)
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES: Castlehaven, 5pm; Glandore 6pm; Skibbereen 6.30 pm;
        Lisheen 7pm, Leap 7.30 pm; Rath Parish Church 8pm; 
        Skibbereen 9pm
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES: Sherkin 9 am; Rath Parish Church 9.30 am;
        Glandore, Kilcoe, Oileán Cléire, Union Hall 10 am, 
        Skibbereen (Cathedral) 11 am,
        Castlehaven, Lisheen 11.30 am; Leap, 12 noon.

aDVenT 2023 enDs
The last prayer of Advent 2023 — on
lighting the fourth candle on the wreath:
Know today that the Lord will come: in
the morning you will see his glory!

FinanCe COrner (17th DeC)
aughadown: €900 Castlehaven €935 
Kilmacabea €949.50 skibbereen : €1,370
rath & the islands €1235.
• Collection at Sunday evening (Christmas
Eve) & Christmas Day masses in every
church is for the parish clergy.

A Point to Ponder  A
• “Every day is beautiful. Sometimes the
weather is bad. But every day is beautiful”.

Our COmmunity this Christmas
• Thurs 28 Dec. marks the 4th anniversary

of Fr Peter Queally CSSp, late Oileán Cléire. 
• Mon 1sT Jan. is the feast of St Mary,

patron of Leap Church, 
parish church of Kilmacabea (1848)






