
The parish priest stood at the 
door of the church, watching 
his parishioners file in. Some-

one remarked to him: “You have a 
lovely church, Father.” The priest 
agreed, and added, “and the 
building’s nice too!” 
     ‘The temple of God’ is how 
Saint Paul described the people 
who make up a parish. Together 
they make a beautiful building. 
     In June 2023 I attended the 
closure of a parish church in Chicago, 
a heartbreaking event for parishioners. 
But it wasn’t the end of the parish, just 

a stage in their story as a community. 
     We Irish know that buildings do 
not make faith; in the hundreds of 
years of persecution, we had none, but 
no shortage of faith. Now we have oo-

dles of buildings, but few people 
to use them. And it will be hard 
to say ‘goodbye’ to buildings we 
have been fond of. But faith is 
still what counts, not the build-
ings we use to express it in. We 
will still have a lovely church, 

since community members will al-
ways make lovely the temple of God. 

— Fr Bernard (EDITOR) 
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USEFUL COnTACT nUMBERS 
Alcoholics Anonymous in West 
Cork: 087 611 4946. 
Pieta Hse Helpline 1800 247 
247; or text HELP to 51444. 
St Vincent de Paul,  
Skibbereen: 087 918 2698 
Samaritans: 116 123 free.  
Women against Violence 
Helpline 1800 203 136 

CLERGY 
• Fr Kevin O’Regan Co-PP 
  (MODERATOR) PHONE: 028 22878 
• Fr Bernard Cotter Co-PP (EDITOR)      
Email frbernard1984@gmail.com 
TEXT/WHATSAPP: 087 901 0627 
• Fr Evin O’Brien CC, Family of 
parishes. PHONE: (028) 22877 

COMMUNITY OF
St. Ciarán and

All Saints

THIS WEEK 
TUES 11, ST MARTIn OF TOURS, of 
whom the story is told that he halved 
his cloak to protect a starving beggar 
from perishing. That night in a dream 
he saw Jesus wearing that same cloak. 
  

• Armistice Day after WWI; on the 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
of 1918, a peace treaty was signed. 
 

THURS 13, WORLD KInDnESS DAY is 
observed today, a day to reflect on and 
follow this unique human principle. A 
day for small acts of kindness maybe... 
 
FInAnCE CORnER FOR 2 NOVEMBER  
AUGHADOWN: €610 (All Saints €230) 
CASTLEHAVEN:  €800 (All Saints €170) 
                Development Fund € 725 
KILMACABEA: €775 (incl. All Saints) 
                Maintenance fund €621. 
RATH & THE ISLANDS: €695. 
SKIBBEREEN: €1,675 (All Saints €235) 

THE CHURCH IS LOVELY — AnD  
THE BUILDInG’S nICE TOO 

MASS FOR THE  
BEREAVED  
A candle will be lit 
for each person 
who has died at our 
Family of Parishes 

Bereavement Mass on 28 No-
vember (7.30pm) in the Cathe-
dral. Please mark the date in 
your diary. The Mass is for peo-
ple in Aughadown, Castlehaven  
Kilmacabea, Rath & the Islands 
and Skibbereen parishes.

FAMILY OF PARISHES OFFICE 
TO BOOK MASSES, ARRANGE WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS, ANNIVERSARIES, ETC. 
CONTACT THE FAMILY OF PARISHES’ OFFICE, 1 NORTH ST, SKIBBEREEN.   

Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday: 10 am -1 pm  
• Phone  028-22828 • EMAIL stciaranasFOP@gmail.com •

A Point to Ponder A 

‘Where the world sees threats, she (the 
Church) sees children; where walls are 
built, she builds bridges... And she 
knows that in every rejected migrant, it 
is Christ himself who knocks at the 
door of the community.’  

 — Pope Leo in DILEXIT TE (2025) 
The Lateran Basilica, the cathedral of the diocese of Rome, was dedi-
cated to Christ the Saviour in the fourth century. The anniversary has 

been celebrated as a feast of the Latin Church on this date 
since the twelfth century. It honours the local Church of 
Rome as a link with earliest Christian tradition and as a 
sign of our communion as Roman Catholics, one in Christ.

mailto:stciaranasFOP@gmail.com


 
Skibbereen Parish News 
Contact numbers:   Parish Office 028 22828.    
Priest on duty/emergency 086 785 2262. 
Submitting items for inclusion in the parish 
newsletter – Please email Skibbereen Parish Office: 
skibbereenparish@gmail.com no later than 5pm 
Wednesday   

Mass Intentions from Saturday 08 November 2025 
 

Saturday – 6.30pm - Novena 

Sunday – 11am      - Novena 

Monday – 9.30am    - Novena 
Tuesday – 9.30am - Novena 
Wednesday     No Mass 

Thursday – 9.30am - Pat O’Donovan   
Friday - 9.30am  - All forgotten souls 
Saturday – 6.30pm -          Peggy and Charles McCarthy. 
    John Breen, Market Street. 
    Charlie McCarthy, Chapel Lane. 

Sunday – 11am -  Deceased members of the Legion of  Mary 
    James and Bridget Keane, Mardyke Street. 
   JJ (Derry) O’Donovan, North Street. 

 Michael O’Sullivan, Mardyke Park, First 
Anniversary 

 
The death has occurred of Hanna Rider, née Walsh, late of High Street, 
Skibbereen in her 100th year, she passed away peacefully in London on 
fourth November.   May she Rest in Peace. 
 

Weekday Masses - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 
9.30am.  The Rosary is prayed before each Mass and on Thursday it is said 
for the special intention of vocations to the Diocesan Priesthood.                            
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral every 
Monday and Friday from 10am to 6pm. There are scheduled hours 
available for adoration, but all are welcome for any period of time. 

 
 

 
Rosary every Tuesday at 8pm at Our Lady’s Grotto, Cork Road, 
Skibbereen.  All welcome. 
 

Confessions Saturday 10am to 11am 
 

 Hospitality Morning in the Presbytery on Monday third November 
after the 9.30am Mass.  All welcome. 
 

Prayers and Blessing of Graves: 
Aughadown on Sunday 09 November:  
Lisheen - after Mass                            Kilcoe 12.45pm 
Old Church Kilcoe 1.10pm                 Aughadown 1.30pm 
  
Rath on Sunday 23 November: 
Tullagh 2pm                                         Creagh 3pm   
 

Parish Pastoral Council Skibbereen - Meeting at 7pm on Thursday 
13 December in the Presbytery, North Street, Skibbereen. 
 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Skibbereen -We are once again seeking 
church cleaners for our beautiful cathedral.  If you have an hour to spare once 
every five weeks, we would love to have you on board. Please contact the 
Parish Office 028 22828 or Frances 086 3706615. 
 

Congratulations to Skibbereen Tidy Towns Committee for winning 
their third gold medal in a row in the national competition. 
 
 

Skibbereen Flower Club – To celebrate our 55th anniversary - we are 
having a Dinner and demonstration with DJ Murphy, Bandon in the West 
Cork Hotel Skibbereen starting at 6.30pm on Friday 14 November. Price 
is €35.00.  Come and have an entertaining night with DJ and bring a friend. 
Tickets can be purchased by contacting Sheila 086 3201551 or Catherine 
086 8405972. 
 
 
 



 
Parish Office, Skibbereen - 028/22828 – Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri – 10am to 1pm. 
Priest on Duty/Emergency – 086/7852262 

 
Mass Intentions 
Saturday 8th November  
4.45pm Sherkin 
Sunday 9th November - The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
9.30am Rath – Novena 
10.00am Cape Clear  
Monday 10th November – 7.30pm Rath – Novena 
Wednesday 12th November – 10.00am - Rath  
Saturday 15th November  
4.45pm Sherkin – Mary O’Reilly 
Sunday 16th November – Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.30am Rath – Denis McCarthy, Reengaroga 
Joan Collins, Lahern 
Kathleen Scully, Creagh 
Dermot McSweeney, Church Strand 
10.00am Cape Clear  
 
Weekday Masses –Mass for the November Novena on Monday evening at 
7.30pm. Mass on Wednesday morning at 10am. 
 
We extend our condolences to the family of Paddy Leonard, Post Office, Cape 
Clear who died recently. May he Rest in Peace. 
 
Aughadown Prayers and Blessing of Graves on Sunday 9th November:  
Lisheen - after Mass 
Kilcoe - 12.45pm 
Old Church Kilcoe - 1.10pm 
Aughadown - 1.30pm 
 
Rath Prayers and Blessing of Graves on Sunday 23rd November: 
Tullagh - 2pm     Creagh - 3pm   

November Novena for the Holy Souls – 2nd to 10th November  
Sunday 9th November  
Rath 9.30am and Cathedral 11am 
Monday 10th November 
Cathedral 9.30am and Rath 7.30pm 
 
Second collection this weekend 9th November for Youth Ministry. 
It is important for us to support and encourage our young people in every way we 
can and encourage them to take part in their local Parish. This collection directly 
supports the work of Sheila Kelleher, our Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator, 
and the many volunteers dedicated to nurturing faith among our youth.  
Over the past year, new initiatives have taken root, including Altar Server 
Workshops, Alpha Youth (fostering collaboration between schools and parishes), 
Maranatha (a faith-based high-energy music event for post-primary school 
students), the continuation of the Sycamore &amp; Foundations in Theology 
programmes, Lourdes’s pilgrimage, the Jubilee of Youth and Connect (for young 
adults). Please be as generous as you can as we cannot do this without your 
support. Investing in our young people is vital for the future of the Church. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration in Sacred Heart Church, Rath on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm-9pm. All are welcome even if only for ten minutes, half an hour or an hour to 
spend time with the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Adoration of the blessed sacrament in the Cathedral every Monday and Friday 
from 10am to 6pm. There are scheduled hours available for adoration but all are 
welcome for any period of time. 
"By being faithful to a Holy Hour of Adoration you can teach by example. The 
young should be taught the value of Eucharistic Adoration." St Pope John Paul II 
 
FREE SCREENING EVENT: World Diabetes Day Friday 14th November 11am-2pm, 
Bantry Primary Care Centre P75 T611 - World Diabetes Day is focused on 
diabetes and well-being. Close to 50% of people have undiagnosed diabetes. If 
you are worried you may have diabetes or you are living with diabetes and would 
like further information, come along to meet the HSE Diabetes Integrated Care 
team for this free screening day on 14th November.  You will meet a variety of 
health professionals who are there to answer any questions you may have and 
empower you with knowledge to self-manage your diabetes. No booking required 
 


