
 

POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR MARCH 
is for disarmament and peace 

 
Let us pray that nations move toward 
effective disarmament, particularly 
nuclear disarmament, and that world 
leaders choose the path of dialogue 
and diplomacy instead of violence. 
 

FAMILY OF PARISHES OFFICE 
TO BOOK MASSES, ARRANGE WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS, ANNIVERSARIES, ETC. 

CONTACT THE FAMILY OF PARISHES’ OFFICE, 1 NORTH ST, SKIBBEREEN. 
Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday: 10 am -1 pm 
• Phone 028-22828 • EMAIL stciaranasFOP@gmail.com • 

Finance Corner 8th Mar. 2026 
 
Aughadown: €745 
Castlehaven & Myross: €775 
Kilmacabea: €815 
Skibbereen: €1,355 
Rath & the Islands: €1,120 
 

Bishops Commission 
Aughadown: €480 
Castlehaven & Myross: €400 
Kilmacabea: €285 
Skibbereen: €990 
Rath & the Islands: €485 
 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

CLERGY 
 

Fr. Kevin O’Regan Co-PP 
(Moderator) PH: 028-22878 
 
Fr Bernard Cotter Co-PP 
(On Sabbatical leave) 
 
Fr Evin O’Brien CC, Family of 
Parishes. PH. 028 22877 
 
Fr Kevin Hanley OFM Conv. 
CC Text/WhatsApp  
087 901 0627 

 

 

St Ciarán & All Saints 
FAMILY OF PARISHES 

Newsletter 
(for the parishes of Aughadown, Castlehaven & 
Myross, Kilmacabea, Rath & The Islands, and 

Skibbereen) 
 

15th March 2026  4th Sunday in Lent   Vol. 4:26 

Naomh Pádraig 
March 19: St. Joseph Husband of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Patron Saint of the Universal Church, 
fathers, carpenters, and a happy death 
 
Of all the men in Israel that the Father 
could have chosen to be Jesus’ foster 
father, He chose Joseph of Nazareth, a 
carpenter. Today’s solemnity honours 
Joseph and points us to his marital 
union with the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and to the effect that their marriage had 
not only on the Holy Family, but also 
upon us as members of the Body of 
Christ. 

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS 
 
Alcoholics Anonymous in West 
Cork:  087 611 4946. 
Pieta House Helpline  
1800 247247; or text HELP to 51444. 
St Vincent de Paul, Skibbereen:  
087 918 2698 
Samaritans: 116 123 free. 
Women against Violence Helpline 
1800 203 136 

 

Patrick was born circa 387, perhaps as an only child. His father was a senator and a 
deacon. Despite his Christian upbringing, Patrick struggled with his faith. When 
Patrick was sixteen, Gaelic slave traders arrived by ship and raided Patrick’s village. 
Patrick was captured and “was taken into captivity in Ireland with many thousands 
of people.” 
 
Patrick was made a swineherd for one of the clans and spent much of his time in 
the forests, enduring snow, ice, and rain. His time experiencing the suffering and 
loneliness of captivity, greatly benefited his soul. Within six years, he was praying 
a hundred prayers every day and a hundred prayers every night. He testified that 
“the Spirit was burning in me at that time.”  
 
Heeding a voice in a dream, Patrick escaped, traveling nearly 200 miles to a ship 
where he convinced the captain to let him board. Once home, Patrick continued to 
pray, study Scripture, and learn the Catholic faith. He had a vision in which he heard 
the voice of the Irish say to him, “We beg you, holy youth, that you shall come and 
shall walk again among us.” Patrick knew that he had to return, not as a slave, but 
as a missionary. Despite opposition from his family, Patrick was determined to 
answer God’s call. 
 
Since Patrick had learned much about Irish culture and language, he was an ideal 
candidate for missionary work. After years of study, probably in France, he was 
ordained a bishop and sent by the Church back to Ireland to convert the pagans, his 
captors, to Christ. By the courageous witness of his character, aided perhaps by 
miraculous signs and unwavering faith, one of the kings converted. After success in 
one kingdom, Bishop Patrick moved to another, converting the local king and chiefs 
first. Once they were open to the Gospel, the people followed. 
 



Skibbereen Parish News 
Priest on duty/emergency 086 785 2262. 
Submitting items for inclusion in the parish 
newsletter – Please email Skibbereen Parish Office: 
skibbereenparish@gmail.com no later than 5pm 
Wednesday   
 

Mass Intentions from Saturday 14 March 2026 

Saturday - 6.30pm -   Tony Gallagher, Navan, Co. Meath. 
            Joseph O’Sullivan. 
 Patsy, Margaret and John Joe O’Regan, Boulibawn. 
 Nora Keohane, Month’s Mind. 
 Pat Connolly, Month’s Mind. 

Sunday – 11am -    James and Mary O’Brien, Home Rule Terrace. 
 Paddy and Josie O’Shea, Market Street, birthday 

remembrance. 
 D F O’Sullivan. 

Monday – 9.30am  - Paddy Kissane, Dunbeacon, birthday remembrance.  

  6.30pm  Vigil Mass 

Tuesday – 11am    - St Patrick’s Day     
     Niall O’Donovan, Cullinagh. 

Wednesday  -    No Mass 

Thursday -   9.30am - Patrick and Kitty Hodnett, Goleen. 

Friday -    9.30am    - Larry Butler, Galleyhead Lighthouse. 

Saturday - 6.30pm -  Eileen and Cornelius Harrington, Gortnaclohy.  
         Mary (May) Ronan, Cullinagh. 
        Jim McCullagh, Mill Road. 

Sunday – 11am -        Colm Crowley and his uncle Patrick Crowley,  
    New Zealand. 

Chrissie O’Donovan, Coolnagurrane, First    
Anniversary. 

     Geraldine Hurley, Poundlick. 
 
We extend our condolences to the families of:  
Pat McCarthy, Mallavonea, Skibbereen  
Julia Ann (Netty) Fitzgerald (née Coughlan) Aughadown 
who died recently.  May they Rest in Peace.  
 
Confessions every Saturday 10am to 11am. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral every Monday and 
Friday from 10am to 6pm. There are scheduled hours available for 
adoration, but all are welcome for any period. 
Rosary every Tuesday at 8pm at Our Lady’s Grotto, Cork Road, 
Skibbereen.  All welcome. 
Weekday Masses - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9.30am.  
The Rosary is prayed before each Mass and on Thursday it is said for the 
special intention of vocations to the Diocesan Priesthood.                            
Hospitality Morning in the Presbytery on Monday after 9.30am Mass.   

 
St Patrick’s Day Parade:  Parishioners are invited to walk with the 
Bicentenary float in the St Patrick’s Day parade on Tuesday 17 March as we 
celebrate 200 years of the Cathedral.  The parade commences at 2.30pm at 
the playground, Cork Road. 
 
For the season of Lent, Leap Parish are hosting evenings of prayer in St 
Mary’s Catholic Church, Leap. This week as the final part of our Thursdays 
in Lent series, Kenny McCarthy, tradesman, husband and father will speak 
about Faith, Fatherhood and Craftsmanship and how these roles can help us 
to grow in our Faith with God. 
“Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 
which the Lord your God gives you.” Exodus 20:12 
 
Trócaire - Happy Mother’s Day from Trócaire. We wish all mothers 
throughout the world well on this day. Women, and in particular mothers, 
often bear the huge burdens of the impacts of the climate crisis. We ask you 
to stand in solidarity with these women by becoming campaigners with 
Trócaire see more trocaire.org. 
 
The Cork and Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from 
Friday 18 to Wednesday 23 September 2026 under the patronage of 
Bishop Fintan Gavin. Bookings are now open with Joe Walsh Tours on (01) 
2410800 for those wishing to travel as pilgrims. Flights will depart from 
Cork to Lourdes, and a range of hotels is available from €965 per person 
sharing, with the full pilgrimage programme included. Volunteers are also 
needed for the pilgrimage, including doctors, nurses, care assistants and 
helpers, as well as young adult helpers aged 18–30 years. For general 
enquiries about the pilgrimage please contact (085) 2525040 or 
email lourdes@corkandross.org.  



 
Parish Office, Skibbereen - 028/22828 – Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri – 10am to 1pm. 
Priest on Duty/Emergency – 086/7852262 

 
Mass Intentions 
Saturday 14th March   

4.45pm Sherkin  

Sunday 15th March – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Rath – Tessie Sheehy, Ballylynch 

Donie O’Regan, Reengaroga 

10.00am Cape Clear 

Monday 16th March - 10.00am – Rath  

Tuesday 17th March 9.30am – Rath – St Patricks Day Mass 

Wednesday 18th March 10.00am – Rath – Janie Murphy, Reengaroga 

Friday 20th March 7.30pm – Rath – Station Mass for all Station areas 

Saturday 21st March   

4.45pm Sherkin  

Sunday 22nd March – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Rath – Fiona Scully, Creagh & London  

Annie & Paddy Carey, Ballymacrown 

10.00am Cape Clear 

Weekday Masses – Mass on Monday 16th and Wednesday 18th March is at 

10am.  

Mass for St Patricks Day Tuesday 17th March is at 9.30am 

A station mass for all station areas in Rath parish will take place in the Sacred 
Heart Church, Rath on Friday 20th March at 7.30pm. Envelopes are available at 
the back of the church. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration in Sacred Heart Church, Rath on Wednesday evenings from 

7pm-9pm. All are welcome even if only for ten minutes, half an hour or an hour to 

spend time with the Blessed Sacrament. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral every Monday and Friday 

from 10am to 6pm 

Rosary every Tuesday at 8pm at Our Lady’s Grotto, Cork Road, Skibbereen. All 

Welcome 

Trocaire - Happy Mother’s Day from Trócaire. We wish all mothers throughout 

the world well on this day. Women, and in particular mothers, often bare the 

huge burdens of the impacts of the climate crisis.  

We ask you to stand in solidarity with these women by becoming campaigners 

with Trócaire see more trocaire.org. 

The Cork and Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from Friday 

18th September to Wednesday 23rd September 2026 under the patronage of 

Bishop Fintan Gavin. 

Bookings are now open with Joe Walsh Tours on (01) 2410 800 for those wishing 

to travel as pilgrims. Flights will depart from Cork to Lourdes, and a range of 

hotels is available from €965 per person sharing, with the full pilgrimage 

programme included. 

Volunteers are also needed for the pilgrimage, including doctors, nurses, care 

assistants and helpers, as well as young adult helpers aged 18–30 years. For 

general enquiries about the pilgrimage please contact (085) 2525 040 or email 

lourdes@corkandross.org. 

The Diocese of Cork and Ross invite young adults to consider travelling to 

Lourdes as a Young Adult Helper from the 18th to 23rd September 2026. To learn 

more, come along to our Information evening on Thursday 20th March at 7pm 

Mardyke House, Cork T12 W8RP.  

This evening will give you a chance to hear more about what the pilgrimage 

involves, what it’s like to be a Young Adult Helper, and how you can get involved 

or you can email youthministry@corkandross.org.  

Rath Vintage Club will hold their annual threshing on Sunday, 15th March from 

2pm onwards, weather permitting. Proceeds to local charities.    

mailto:youthministry@corkandross.org

