
 

POPE’S INTENTIONS – FEBRUARY 

  

For children with incurable diseases 

Let us pray that children suffering 

from incurable diseases and their 

families receive the necessary 

medical care and support, never 

losing strength and hope. 

 

FAMILY OF PARISHES OFFICE 
TO BOOK MASSES, ARRANGE WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS, ANNIVERSARIES, ETC. 

CONTACT THE FAMILY OF PARISHES’ OFFICE, 1 NORTH ST, SKIBBEREEN. 

Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday: 10 am -1 pm 

• Phone 028-22828 • EMAIL stciaranasFOP@gmail.com • 

Finance Corner 25th Jan 2026 

 

Aughadown: €950 

Castlehaven & Myross: €900 

Kilmacabea: €  

Skibbereen: €1,425 

Rath & the Islands: €605 

 

Thank you for your generosity 
 

CLERGY 
 

Fr. Kevin O’Regan Co-PP (Moderator) 

PH: 028-22878 

 

Fr Bernard Cotter Co-PP 

(On Sabbatical leave) 

 

Fr Evin O’Brien CC, Family of Parishes. 

PH. 028 22877 

 

Fr Kevin Hanley OFM Conv. CC 

TEXT/WHATSAPP 087 901 0627 

 

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS 

Alcoholics Anonymous in West 

Cork:  087 611 4946. 

Pieta Hse Helpline  

1800 247247; or text HELP to 51444. 

St Vincent de Paul, Skibbereen:  

087 918 2698 

Samaritans: 116 123 free. 

Women against Violence Helpline 

1800 203 136 

 

 

Christians from across Cork gathered in prayer and fellowship last Sunday, January 

25th for the Annual Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, hosted this 

year by Ardfallen Methodist Church.  The service was led by Rev. Andrew 

Robinson, Canon Alan Marley, Bishop Fintan Gavin and Fr. Christy Fitzgerald. 

Welcoming those gathered, Bishop Fintan expressed gratitude for the spirit of 

prayer, friendship and openness that marks the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

each year. He noted that Christians across the world are united during this week in 

a shared longing “that we might become more visibly what God has already made 

us in Christ — one body, alive in one Spirit, called to one hope.” 

  

Reflecting on the theme of light that shaped the prayers, hymns and readings, 

Bishop Fintan spoke of Christian unity as something to be lived rather than merely 

discussed. He noted that unity becomes visible through shared witness, service and 

mercy, describing it as “a light we receive, a light we share, and then a light we 

pass on together.” 

 

A particularly moving moment in the service came with the lighting of candles, 

beginning from the Paschal Candle and passed throughout the congregation, 

symbolising the shared light of Christ. This was followed by the congregation 

standing together to proclaim the Nicene Creed — words first professed 1,700 years 

ago and still uniting Christians today in faith in Jesus Christ, “Light from Light.” 
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United in the Christian Faith 

Feast Days this week 

 
Feb. 2nd – Presentation of Our Lord is 

celebrated 40 days after Christmas, 

commemorates Mary and Joseph 

presenting the infant Jesus at the Temple 

in Jerusalem, fulfilling Jewish Law for 

the consecration of the firstborn and 

purification of the mother. Also known 

as Candlemas, it marks the encounter 

with the Messiah, featuring the blessings 

of candles symbolizing Christ as the light 

for the world, and includes Simeon's 

prophecy and Anna's recognition of Jesus 

as the promised Saviour 

 
Feb. 3rd - Saint Blaise was a 4th-century 

physician and Bishop of Sebastea in 

Armenia (modern-day Sivas, Turkey) 

known for his holiness, miraculous 

healing, and martyrdom around A.D. 

316. He is famously venerated as the 

patron saint of throat illnesses, 

particularly for curing a child with a 

fishbone in their throat.  The blessing of 

throats is customary at Mass on this day. 

 

 



Skibbereen Parish News 
Contact numbers:   Parish Office 028 22828.    
Priest on duty/emergency 086 785 2262. 
Submitting items for inclusion in the parish 
newsletter – Please email Skibbereen Parish Office: 
skibbereenparish@gmail.com no later than 5pm 
Wednesday   

Mass Intentions from Saturday 31 January 2026 

Saturday – 6.30pm -  Frank and Anna McCarthy, Coronea.  
                  Margaret O’Donovan, Lakelands. 

William and Mary O’Regan, Schull and Dominic 
Hodnett, Skibbereen. 

Sunday - 11am -       Jerry O’Sullivan, Baltimore Road and         
                  Philomena Hallahan, Curragh. 
     David Broderick, Cork. 
      John O’Mahony, 98 Street. 

Monday – 9.30am    - James and Julia O’Sullivan, Lakelands 
         Candlemas Day, candles will be blessed at Mass. 

Tuesday – 9.30am    - Dan Collins, Lake Marsh. 
       Feast of St Blaise. Blessing of throats will take       
       place at Mass. 

Wednesday -   No Mass 
Thursday  -   9.30am    Michael McCarthy, Riverdale. 
  7pm     Service of Light St Joseph’s School 
Friday -    9.30am   John and Julie Ann O’Regan, Gortnaclohy. 
Saturday  - 6.30pm   Pat Connolly, Deelish. 
   Annie and Mary Daly, Kilcrohane, Bantry. 
Sunday – 11am         Anthony Keane, Coomageehy, First Anniversary. 
             Fionnghuala Hickey, First Anniversary.  
            Deceased members of the Caverly family, Munig.    
We extend our condolences to the families of  Pat Connolly, Baltimore Rd, 
Elaine Whooley (née O’Dwyer) Coill Barra, Dunmanway who died 
recently.  May they Rest in Peace. 
 
We welcome into our faith community Johnny Crowley, son of Brian and 
Grace, Lissalohorig, who was baptised recently in St Patrick's Cathedral. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral every Monday and 
Friday from 10am to 6pm.  

Confessions every Saturday 10am to 11am. 
Rosary every Tuesday at 8pm at Our Lady’s Grotto, Cork Road, 
Skibbereen.  All welcome. 
Weekday Masses - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 
9.30am.  The Rosary is prayed before each Mass and on Thursday it is said 
for the special intention of vocations to the Diocesan Priesthood.                           
Hospitality Morning in the Presbytery will not be held on this Monday 
02 February 

Beginning on Monday 9 February 2026, a Saint Pio Mass and 
Prayer Meeting will be held at the Sacred Heart Church, Rath, 
Baltimore, on the second Monday of each month (except in July and 
August). Confession-Adoration-Rosary-Intercessory Prayers, commencing 
at 7.00pm. Mass at 7.30pm. Blessing with First Class Relic of St Pio of 
Pietrelcina. Petition Box with Mass offered for those intentions. 

 
Commemorative Plaques: There has been a great uptake by people in 
buying plaques to remember their family or relatives, living or deceased. 
Some of these plaques can now be seen throughout the Cathedral. If you 
would like to buy a plaque, please contact the Parish Office 028 22828. The 
cost of each plaque is €200. Inscription is a maximum ten words.  

 
Second collection: Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund Annual 
Collection 2026: The annual collection for the Diocesan Sick/Assisted 
Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund will be taken up at all Masses on the weekend of 
7/8 February 2026. The Cork & Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will 
take place from Friday 18 to Wednesday 23 September 2026. People are 
encouraged to join the pilgrimage as helpers (male & female), nurses and 
doctors to assist pilgrims in Lourdes. Further information is on the Cork and 
Ross Diocesan Website, email: lourdes@corkandross.org or phone 085 
2525040. There has always been great support for the Lourdes Pilgrimage 
Fund and your support and continued generosity for the collection on 7/8 
February is greatly appreciated. 
 
The pilgrims who went to Lourdes with the Diocesan Pilgrimage in 2025 
wish to sincerely thank the young people from Skibbereen Community 
School who accompanied them. Their help, companionship, and kindness 
are much appreciated. 



 
Parish Office, Skibbereen - 028/22828 – Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri – 10am to 1pm. 
Priest on Duty/Emergency – 086/7852262 

 
Mass Intentions 
Saturday 31st January   

4.45pm Sherkin  

Sunday 1st February – Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Feast of St Brigid 

9.30am Rath – Billy Andy O’Driscoll, Baltimore 

10.00am Cape Clear 

Monday 2nd February - 10.00am - Rath  

Wednesday 4th February 10.00am – Rath  

 

Saturday 7th February   

4.45pm Sherkin  

Sunday 8th February – Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.30am Rath – Teddy Collins, Reengaroga and his wife Maggie 

10.00am Cape Clear 

Monday 2nd February is Candlemas Day, and candles will be blessed at Mass in 
Rath at 10am on Monday. 
 
Tuesday 3rd February is the Feast of St Blaise. Blessing of throats will take place 
at 9.30am Mass in St Patricks Cathedral, Skibbereen on Tuesday. 
 
Beginning from Monday February 9th, 2026, a Saint Pio Mass and Prayer 

Meeting will be held at the Sacred Heart Church, Rath, Baltimore, on the second 

Monday of each month (except for July and August).  

Confession, Adoration, Rosary, Intercessory Prayers, beginning at 7.00pm. Mass 

at 7.30pm. Blessing with First Class Relic of St. Pio of Pietrelcina. Petition Box with 

Mass offered for those intentions. 

Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund Annual Collection 2026 

The annual collection for the Diocesan Sick/Assisted Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund 

will be taken up at all Masses next weekend 7th/8th February 2026. 

The Cork and Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place from Friday 18th 

September to Wednesday 23rd September this year. People are encouraged to 

join the pilgrimage as helpers (male and female), nurses and doctors to assist 

pilgrims in Lourdes. Further information is available on the Cork and Ross 

Diocesan Website, by emailing: lourdes@corkandross.org  

or by ringing 085 2525040. 

There has always been great support for the Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund and your 

support and continued generosity for the collection on 7th/8th February is greatly 

appreciated. 

Eucharistic Adoration in Sacred Heart Church, Rath on Wednesday evenings from 

7pm-9pm. All are welcome even if only for ten minutes, half an hour or an hour to 

spend time with the Blessed Sacrament 

Baltimore Oral History Group invites you to Baltimore Memories in the 
Community Hall on 8th February at 3pm. 
Over the past few months, Baltimore Oral History Group have been recording 
interviews with members of the community, and we would like to invite you to 
come for a cup of tea and chat and to hear short extracts from these 
conversations. 
If you have any old photographs, bill tops, receipts, etc. please bring them along 
on the day where we can scan and return them and add them to our growing 
collection of the people and places of Baltimore.  
Join us for a Trip Down Memory Lane and share your Baltimore Memories over a 
cup of tea. 
Baltimore Community Hall Sunday 8th February 2026 at 3pm. 
 
Clonakilty Bereavement Group 
Are you grieving? Would you like help with your particular loss? 
Clonakilty Bereavement Group is a safe and secure place in which you work 
through your grief. 
We are offering you support over a five-week period, and we cover the West Cork 
area. The Sessions are held in Clonakilty and will commence Tuesday 24th 
February 2026 @ 8pm. 
For more information please contact. Phone 023 8835654 (9.30am – 1pm) 

mailto:lourdes@corkandross.org

