
 At the start of August, we had a beautiful Mass at the High Security 

Prison of Bomana. Fifty-one parishioners from Christ the King Parish 

came to visit the Catholic inmates. They brought food, clothes and soft 

drinks, as well as musicians, singers and readers. They were a bit nervous 

as it was their first time visiting a high security prison. I went to the gate 

and welcomed them to our Sunday Mass. 

Later that month, I was asked to celebrate Mass in the Minimum-Security 

Unit; there are no guns or razor wire in this compound.  The inmates on 

good behaviour, are in this unit after serving five to ten years or more at 

the High Security Prison. I have met most of them over the last seven 

years when saying Mass in the High Security Prison. What a difference it 

makes to walk into a building and see people you know. 

They thanked me for giving them reading glasses, bibles, rosary beads, 

guitar strings, posting their letters and writing character references. These 

and other small things mean so much to them. 

I told the inmates, soon to be released, we might never meet again; if not, 

we will meet in heaven and find each other again. There was a big laugh 

followed by shaking hands and goodbyes. 

 

• Fr Michael O’Donovan SVD, a native of Cappagh, Union Hall, has 

worked in PNG for over 40 years. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family of Parishes Office: To book masses, arrange weddings, baptisms, 
anniversaries, etc. contact the Parishes’ Office, 1 North St, Skibbereen: 
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10am – 1pm. (Closed Bank Holidays)  

*Phone 028-22828* Email stciaranasfop@gmail.com* 
 

Clergy 

*Fr Kevin O’Regan Co-PP 
(MODERATOR) Phone: 
 028 22878 
*Fr Bernard Cotter Co-PP      
Castlehaven (Union Hall)  
Text/WhatsApp: 087 901 0627 
*Fr Evin O’Brien CC    
Skibbereen, Phone: 028 22877 
 
Useful Contact Numbers 
Alcoholic Anonymous, West 
Cork: 087 611 4946. 
Pieta House Crisis helpline 
1800 247 247 or text  
HELP to 51444.  
St Vincent de Paul, Skibbereen  
Contact Number: 087 918 2698 
Samaritans 116 123 free.  
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 A Snapshot of Mission Life  

Points to Ponder:  You can't go back 
and change the beginning, but you 
can start where you are and change 
the ending.   - C S Lewis. 
 
A mistake that makes you humble is 
better than an achievement that 
makes you arrogant. 
 

Finance Corner 12 October 
Aughadown: Oct. 5th €1020 
Oct.12th €740 
Diocesan Needs: €530 
Castlehaven and Myross: €830 
Diocesan Needs: €440 
Skibbereen: €1505 
Diocesan Needs: €920 
Rath: Oct. 12th €975 
Diocesan Needs: €375 

22 October - St John Paul II - (May 
1920 - April 2005) canonised April 
2014.    Pope and bishop of Rome 
from 1978 to 2005 patron saint of 
world youth day, young people and 
families.  Also patron saint of 
Poland and Krakow. 
 
23 October - St John of Capistrano - 
(1386 - 1456), Italian Franciscan 
friar, a noted preacher and military 
leader known as the Soldier 
saint.  Patron Saint of Military 
chaplains and jurists. 
 
24 October - St Athony Claret (1807 
- 1870) Spanish catholic prelate and 
missionary. 
 



 
Skibbereen Parish News 
Contact numbers:   Parish Office 028 22828.    
Priest on duty/emergency 086 785 2262. 
Submitting items for inclusion in the parish 
newsletter – Please email Skibbereen Parish Office: 
skibbereenparish@gmail.com no later than 5pm 
Wednesday   

Mass Intentions from Saturday 18 October 2025 
Saturday – 6.30pm     Margaret O’Donovan, Lakelands.  

      John Hurley, Milland, Gortnaclohy. 
         Special Intention. 
Sunday – 11am           Mary Kate and Peter Harrington,  

Kilnagospagh. 
        Patrick White, Gortnaclohy. 
        Brian Foley, Bridge Street. 
Monday – 9.30am      May Breen, Kanturk.  
Tuesday – 9.30am      Pat Collins, Lake Marsh. 
Wednesday   No Mass 
Thursday –  9.30am    Bernard Collins, Shepperton, recently 

deceased. 
Friday -  9.30am      Miriam and Jack Lynch, Ballygarvan. 
Saturday – 6.30pm    William Dwyer, Bunlick. 

 Ann Marie O’Regan, Skibbereen and    
Rosscarbery. 
Peter O’Brien, Townshend Street, First                   

Anniversary 
Sunday – 11 am  Peter Lynch, High Street. 
    Ann and Jim Hurley, Newbridge. 

Kathleen and Michael Nagle, Derryleigh and      
Denis O’Mahony 

   Teddy Hourihane, Lurriga   
 
We extend our condolences to the family of Mary Teresa Collins of 
Drimoleague and St Fachtna’s Terrace, Skibbereen who died recently.  May 
she Rest in Peace. 

 
Weekday Masses - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 
9.30am.  The Rosary is prayed before each Mass and on Thursday it is said 
for the special intention of vocations to the Diocesan Priesthood.                            
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral every Monday 
and Friday from 10am to 6pm. There are scheduled hours available for 
adoration, but all are welcome for any period of time. 

Rosary every Tuesday at 8pm at Our Lady’s Grotto, Cork Road, 
Skibbereen.  All welcome. 
 

Confessions every Saturday 10am to 11am. 
 

Hospitality Morning in the Presbytery, Monday after the 9.30am 
Mass.  All welcome. 
 

Second collection this weekend Saturday/Sunday 18/19 October for 
the Propagation of the Faith. 
 

Bantry ARC House Cancer Support House Fundraiser in The 
Hall, Drimoleague on Sunday 19 October 2025 12 noon to 4 pm.  
Tea/coffee/entertainment and raffles.  Your support is very much 
appreciated. 
 

Medjugorje Pilgrimage from Cork Airport - group leader Jim 
Keogh. Pilgrimage from Cork to Medjugorje, with Aer Lingus, on third June 
2026. For further information and full details please contact Jim Keogh 021 
4885371 or 087 2678793. Everyone is most welcome. 
 
 
The Retired Ladies group are back in Cara House every Wednesday at 
2.30pm. New members are most welcome. Quilting group meets every 
Monday at 7pm in Cara House. New members are very welcome.  If 
interested contact 086 1605928. 
 
   



 
Parish Office, Skibbereen - 028/22828 – Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri – 10am to 1pm. 
Priest on Duty/Emergency – 086/7852262 

 
Mass Intentions 
Saturday 18th October 
4.45pm Sherkin 
Sunday 19th October – Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.30am Rath – Eugene & Peggy Davis, Church Strand and all the members of the 
Davis family. 
Patrick O’Driscoll, Baltimore Hill 
10.00am Cape Clear  
Monday 20th October – 10am - Rath 
Wednesday 22nd October – 10am Rath – Liam & Una Devlin, Reengaroga and 
Isabel Gallagher. 
Saturday 25th October 
4.45pm Sherkin 
Sunday 26th October – Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.30am Rath – Margo O’Flynn, The Cove – Months Mind 
Maureen McCarthy, Bunlick, Skibbereen. 
Johanna & Patrick O’Regan, Reengaroga 
Claire & Mary Ann O’Neill, Oldcourt 
Robert O’Driscoll, Lackahane 
Constance Chaplin 
Anthony, John & Virginia O’Driscoll, The Cove. 
10.00am Cape Clear  
 
Weekday Masses –Mass on Monday 20th and Wednesday 22nd October is at 
10am. 
 
Children’s Mass today Sunday 19th October. The Commissioning of our Altar 
Servers will be held during today’s Mass. Refreshments served after Mass. 
 
Second collection this weekend 19th October for Propagation of the Faith. 
 

We welcome into our faith community in Rath & The Islands Sasha Sheridan, 
daughter of Brian and Niamh, Skibbereen, who was baptised on 11th October 
 
Eucharistic Adoration in Sacred Heart Church, Rath on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm-9pm. All are welcome even if only for ten minutes, half an hour or an hour to 
spend time with the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Adoration of the blessed sacrament in the Cathedral every Monday and Friday 
from 10am to 6pm. There are scheduled hours available for adoration but all are 
welcome for any period of time. 
"By being faithful to a Holy Hour of Adoration you can teach by example. The 
young should be taught the value of Eucharistic Adoration." St Pope John Paul II 
 
Report on September 30th Parish Pastoral Council Meeting (PPC): 
Nominations for the new PPC will be closed on the 6th October at which time all 
nominees will be contacted and invited to join the council. Training will take place 
on Thursday 16th & 23rd October. 
Feedback on the Bishops meeting in Rosscarbery on 7th September 2025 where 
the Bishop responded to the feedback he received from the ‘Gatherings to look at 
what is emerging as next steps from the Year of Prayer, Listening and 
Discernment’. The questions from this meeting will be passed onto the new PPC. 
Next Family Mass will be on Sunday 19th October and refreshments will be served 
after Mass. 
The members of the outgoing PPC were thanked for their service over the last 3 
years.  
 
Medjugorje Pilgrimage from Cork Airport with Aer Lingus on 3rd June 2026 
With Spiritual Director Group Leader Jim Keogh 
Everyone is most welcome. Full daily programme which includes a visit to all the 
apparition sites where Our Lady first appeared to the six children in June 1981. 
Our 4star hotel is conveniently located close to the village centre and the St 
James Church. Luxury air-conditioned coach transfers to and from Medjugorje to 
Dubrovnik airport. 7 nights 4* hotel accommodation. Half board: breakfast & 
dinner each day. Check-in assistance at airports. 
For further information and full details please contact Jim Keogh 021 4885371 / 
087 2678793. Please note €100 off per person for bookings paid in full before 3rd 
November 2025. N.B: Our places are limited and can only be allocated on a first 
come first served basis. 


