POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY: for
prayer with the Word of God....

“Let us pray that praying with the
Word of God may be nourishment for
our lives and a source of hope in our
communities, helping us to build a
more fraternal and missionary
Church.”

Saints of the Day

Jan. 15th: St. Ita (foster Mother of the
Saints of Ireland). Foundress of a
Monastery; died in 570.

Jan. 17th: St. Antony Abbot lived a
life of solitude and attracted many to
follow him.

18-25 January: Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. Theme for 2026:
“There is one Body and One Spirit

¥ POINT TO PONDER &

Life is mostly froth and bubble
— Two things
stand out like stone:
Kindness in another’s trouble.
Courage in your own.
ADAM LINDSAY GORDON
(1833-1870)

FINANCE CORNER: 21/12/25 - 4/1/2026

AUGHADOWN: €820.

CASTLEHAVEN & MYROSS: €708
(Development Fund €680).

KiLMACABEA €770, €885, €940

SKIBBEREEN: €1745, €1365; €1370.

RATH & THE ISLANDS:

€630, €730, €570

* Diocesan collection in all churches
on 11 January for Diocesan Needs,
the first of four quarterly collections

CLERGY
* Fr Kevin O’Regan Co-PP
(MODERATOR) PHONE: 028 22878
* Fr Bernard Cotter Co-PP
(On sabbatical leave)
* Fr Evin O’Brien CC, Family of
parishes. PHONE: (028) 22877
» F'r Kevin Hanley OFM Conv, CC
TEXT/WHATSAPP: 087 901 0627

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS
Alcoholics Anonymous in West
Cork: 087 611 4946.

Pieta Hse Helpline 1800 247
247; or text HELP to 51444.

St Vincent de Paul,
Skibbereen: 087 918 2698
Samaritans: 116 123 free.
Women against Violence
Helpline 1800 203 136

St Ciaran & All Saints

FAMILY OF PARISHES

NEWSLETTER

(for the parishes of Aughadown, Castlehaven & Myross,
Kilmacabea, Rath & The Islands, and Skibbereen)

COMMUNITY OF
St. Ciaran and
All Saints

11 JAn 2026  BAPTISM OF THE LORD VoL 4:17

FAMILY OF PARISHES OFFICE

A MAD THING TO DO?

efore I came to Union Hall in
BSeptember 2022, 1 had been
parish priest of Murragh &
Templemartin for ten years. While
there, I learned a lot about the life of
Eddie Galvin, the Cork priest who
founded the Colum-
bans. When those Irish
priests headed to China
in the early years of the
last century, knowing
little Chinese and less about the local
culture, Galvin said it was ‘a mad
thing to do’. His words form the title
of Columbans’ 2016 centenary history.
‘A 'mad thing to do’ might well de-
scribe my sabbatical in Canada.
Maybe [ should have more sense!

Having just applied for the pension,
maybe it would be more in my line to
slow down and prepare for retirement.
But the challenge of travel to Victoria
on Vancouver Island seems heaven-
sent, and [ am delighted it has come
my way. I look forward
to having time to reflect,
study, observe, read, rest
and learn.

I am delighted that Fr
Kevin Hanley OFM Conv is prepared
to take my place for the six months.
And I look forward to seeing you
when this break is over.

Meanwhile, say a prayer for me
from time to time.
— Fr Bernard

To BOOK MASSES, ARRANGE WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS, ANNIVERSARIES, ETC.
CONTACT THE FAMILY OF PARISHES’ OFFICE, 1 NORTH ST, SKIBBEREEN.
Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday: 10 am -1 pm
* Phone 028-22828 « EMAIL stciaranasFOP@gmail.com

FR BERNARD’S SABBATICAL ADDRESS IS
St Andrew’s Cathedral, 740 View St, Victoria, BC V8W 1J9, Canada.
EmAIL: cotter.bernard@gmail.com (Or follow him on Facebook: ‘Bernard Cotter’).
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Skibbereen Parish News

Contact numbers: Parish Office 028 22828.
Priest on duty/emergency 086 785 2262.
Submitting items for inclusion in the parish

skibbereenparish@gmail.com no later than Spm
Wednesday

Mass Intentions from Saturday 10 January 2026
Saturday — 6.30pm - The O’Sullivan family, High Street.

Mary and Pat O’Donovan, Skahana, Union Hall.

Jeremiah Daly, Kilcrohane, Bantry.
Sunday — 11am - Kate Harrington, Reenmurragha.
David and Ciss Power, Beara and
Breda Carey, UK.
Daniel and Margaret Lynch, Licknavar.
Monday — 9.30am - John Breen.
Tuesday — 9.30am - The Holy Souls
Wednesday - No Mass
Thursday — 9.30am - James O’Shea, Ballydehob.

Friday - 9.30am - Eileen Collins, Lake Marsh.
Saturday — 6.30pm - Jeremiah Daly, Kilcrohane.
Denis Crowley, The Moorings.
Kate Tobin, Kilcrohane.
Sunday - 11am - Kathleen Kiely, anniversary and Ciara O’Driscoll,
birthday remembrance.
John Dwyer, Church Cross.

Jeremiah and Catherine McCarthy, Inchinagotagh.

We extend our condolences to the families of:

Mary Whooley, The Orchard, Townshend Street, Skibbereen
Patricia (Trish) O’Driscoll, Cork City and Skibbereen

Victor O’Donovan, North Street, Skibbereen

Peggy (Margaret) Hayes, (née O’Driscoll) Bridge Street and Lisheen
Pat Salter, Ninety Eight Street, Skibbereen

who died recently. May they Rest in Peace.

newsletter — Please email Skibbereen Parish Office:

We welcome into our faith community Fionn White, son of
Denis and Caroline, who was baptised in St Patrick's Cathedral
in December.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral every
Monday and Friday from 10am to 6pm.

Confessions every Saturday 10am to 11am.

Rosary every Tuesday at 8pm at Our Lady’s Grotto, Cork
Road, Skibbereen. All welcome.

Weekday Masses - Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
at 9.30am. The Reosary is prayed before each Mass and on
Thursday it is said for the special intention of vocations to the
Diocesan Priesthood.

Hospitality Morning in the Presbytery on Monday after the
9.30am Mass

Christmas offerings - Fr Kevin and Fr Evin wish to thank
parishioners for the generous Christmas Day collection and the
Christmas offerings. You were all very kind to us. We wish you
and your loved ones all God's blessings for the new year of 2026.
We will remember you all in our prayers and Masses throughout
the year.

Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, will
hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Tuesday 20
January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Fernhill House Hotel, Clonakilty.
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Parish Office, Skibbereen - 028/22828 — Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri — 10am to 1pm.
Priest on Duty/Emergency — 086,/7852262

Mass Intentions

Saturday 10th January

4.45pm Sherkin

Sunday 11th January — The Baptism of the Lord

9.30am Rath — Josie Leonard, Rath

Sean Cahalane, Gorteenalomane

10.00am Cape Clear

Monday 12th January - 10.00am - Rath

Wednesday 14th January 10.00am — Rath

Saturday 17th January

4.45pm Sherkin

Sunday 18th January — Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

9.30am Rath — Nora Sheehan, Ballylynch — 15 Anniversary and remembering her
brother Timothy Hastings, Co Mayo.

Agnes Davis, Lackahane.

Marian O’Driscoll, Baltimore Hill & Turkey — Months Mind

10.00am Cape Clear

Weekday Masses — Mass on Monday 12" and Wednesday 14™ January is at
10am.

We extend our condolences to the family of Jerry (Jeremiah) Leonard
Reengaroga, Baltimore who died recently. May he Rest in Peace

Second collection this weekend 12t January for Diocesan Needs

The Diocese supports parishes through all kinds of services such as Education,
School Religious Faith Formation support, Mission and Ministry, Youth Ministry,
Safeguarding, Stewardship and Governance and in areas such as Data Protection,
Finance and property advisory.

This assistance to parishes is only possible through your ongoing generosity.
These collections allow us to support the work in Parishes and Families of
Parishes. This work is vital to enable our parishes to be renewed and invigorated.

Fr Kevin and Fr Evin wish to thank parishioners for the generous Christmas Day
collection and the Christmas offerings. You were all very kind to us. We wish you
and all your loved ones all God's blessings for the new year of 2026.

We will remember you all in our prayers and Masses throughout the year.

Calling all those involved in music ministry across our diocese

Choir directors, choir/music group members, organists, musicians, and individual
singers etc. You are warmly invited to Songs of Praise, an afternoon dedicated to
reflection, prayer, and spiritual nourishment.

This event will take place on - Sunday 1st February 2026 at 2.30pm at

the Cathedral of St. Mary and St. Anne, Cork.

Music plays a vital role in our worship often demanding time, energy, and
commitment. This gathering offers a space to pause, give thanks, and be renewed
through sacred song, scripture, and shared prayer, in the beautiful setting of the
Cathedral.

This afternoon is for all who are involved in music ministry to come together to
learn new music, reflect, listen, and lift our voices in praise, followed by an
opportunity to chat over light hospitality.

Please do share this invitation widely with choirs/music groups, and individuals.
We look forward to welcoming you for this time of shared praise and renewal.
This is a free event. Donations will be gratefully accepted on the day to help cover
costs. Booking is essential to facilitate hospitality. Telephone Lorraine Buckley

on 021 7355517

Baltimore Meals on Wheels needs Drivers —

Meals on Wheels is a brilliant service that enables people to continue to live in
their own homes when they & their families cannot cook meals every day.

Cara House in Skibbereen provides the fabulous service of producing the meals
for both the Skibbereen and Baltimore areas. Volunteer drivers deliver the meals.
WE NEED MORE DRIVERS!

The Baltimore run covers the Baltimore Road out of Skibbereen and surrounding
townlands. You will meet some lovely people who will really appreciate you! If we
don’t support the service bringing the meals to Baltimore, it might not be there
when your loved ones require just such a service.

To volunteer/find out more text Maeve on 086 365 6054 or Charlie

on 0876853014.



